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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

AU - African Union

CERD - Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discriminations

CFR or Charter - Charter of Fundamental Rights

CLRAE — Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
in Europe

COE — Council of Europe

Convenats HRIP - Human Rights International Pacts 1966

Court — European Court of Human Rights

CPT or Committee — European Committee for Prevention

of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment

CSCE — Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe
ECHR — European Convention for the Protection

of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms 1950

ECOSOC - Economic and Social Council
EU - European Union
GRECO - Group of States against Corruptions
HRC - Human Rights Committee
IACHR - Inter — American Court of Human Rights
ICCPR - International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights 1966
ICJ - International Court of Justice
ILO - International Labour Organization
LAS - League of Arab States
NGOs - non - governmental organizations



OAS - Organization of American States

OAU - Organization of African Unity

Office - Office for Democratic Institutions
and Human Rights

OSCE - Organization on Security and Co-operation
in Europe

PACE - Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe

TEU - Treaty on European Union 1992

UDHR - Universal Declaration of Human Rights

UNC - United Nations Charter

UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization

UN - United Nations
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INTRODUCTION

The significance of the judicative role of the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR) is considerable and constantly growing. It has
been especially evident in recent years in Central and Eastern Europe,
which is a “pioneer” in application of standards of the European
Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms from 1950,
even more so if we realize that states of this region have only more
than a dozen years of experience in being members of the Council of
Europe which has existed since 1949. Main reasons that contribute to
this significance are: development of legal knowledge and awareness
of individuals, growing number of infringements of rights and
freedoms — especially in the spheres of so called system deficiencies
in member states of the Council of Europe, and also political and legal
transformations.

This publication provides a holistic presentation of issues relating to
the standards of human rights protection within the Council of Europe,
with special emphasis on the “constitutional”’, for the fundamental rights,
role of the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms and its judicature of the European Court of Human Rights in
Strasbourg. The book does not include analysis of broad judicature of
the Court, it rather focuses on more general standards for construction
and operation of legal regime of the ECHR and the Court. The European
Convention, poetically referred to as “the pearl in the crown”, is today
the most important international document providing basis for minimal
standard of the European democratic states. Of course, the operation
of the European Court of Human Rights, whose adjudication serves
as a reference point and model in understanding and observance of the
rights and freedoms of an individual, is also of great importance.

I hope that familiarization with basic standards of human rights
protection system and its operation within the European Convention
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on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and the European Court
of Human Rights will make this book a position deserving a closer
attention.

Iwona Wrovriska
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