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INTRODUCTION

This study is an attempt made to present the Polish tax law in
force. The study has been assumed to be of a general nature. Its purpose
is to present basic mechanisms specific to tax law. It is not the author’s
intention, however, to make a profound analysis of the provisions
regulating taxes, or evaluate them. Nevertheless, it does not mean that
one can find neither detailed considerations nor references to practice
in this paper at all. It has been decided that it would be the easiest to
find out about some, frequently quite complicated, institutions of tax
law if they are presented in the context of specified factual conditions.
Therefore the examples which may appear in reality will sometimes be
indicated therein. Principles of specific tax law mechanisms’ operation
will be presented through these examples’ prism.

The book has been divided into three parts. The first one is devoted
to basic issues. It may help a reader to find out about the essence of tax
law. It will be possible to achieve this by learning, inter alia, about the
notion of the tax, sources of tax law as well as the specifics of making
and applying tax law provisions.

In the second part, the institutions of the so called general tax
law are presented. They include both substantive law (e.g. manners
of tax obligations’ formation) and procedural law institutions (e.g.
principles of conducting tax proceedings). It is difficult to overestimate
the importance of the instruments included in this part of the study.
Learning about tax law, it seems that the greatest attention should
be paid just to this fragment of law. It is connected with at least two
matters. Firstly, general tax law institutions apply to each tax being
in force in Poland. One cannot be an expert in the area of any tax
considerations without the knowledge of general tax law. Secondly, this
part of tax law is quite stable. It does not undergo as frequent changes
as provisions of specific tax law. In consequence, it is more probable
that the knowledge acquired in the area of general tax law will be up—
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to—date for a longer time. Therefore the issues of general tax law are
discussed in more details therein.

The third part of this publication is devoted to specific tax law.
Some chapters refer solely to individual taxes. It is so in the case
of personal income tax, corporate income tax and tax on goods and
services. It has been assumed that these considerations should be
discussed in relatively more details due to their substantial practical
importance in particular. Other chapters describe several allowances or
forms of taxation. It has been assumed therein that individual chapters
describe taxes that are similar as far as their objects are concerned.
Under this rule, the following parts have been created, devoted to: flat—
rate forms of income taxation, turnover taxes (excise duty and betting
duty), real estate taxes and other local taxes.

To the best of Author’s abilities, an attempt has been made
therein to show mutual relations between general and specific tax law
institutions. Therefore references used in the text serve such a purpose.
It means, inter alia, that reading descriptions of certain institutions
of general tax law, one may come across a reference to a particular
fragment in the specific part. Moreover, a reader may sometimes be
referred from the specific part to a particular fragment in the general
part. Thanks to this, the operation of the tax law mechanisms described
therein may be learned better. What is more, there are also references
within the same part, e.g. within the general or specific. Their purpose
is to avoid repeating descriptions of tax law mechanisms or institutions
that have already been or are going to be presented in more details in,
e.g., another chapter, but within the structure of the same part of the
study. The abovementioned references are used in the following visual
form (see III, 2.4). In this example a reader is referred to part three,
chapter two, and sub—chapter 4 therein.

While working on the publication, some translation issues
appeared concerning specific terms used in the Polish tax regulations
and their English equivalents. Several, sometimes contradictory
versions of translations of the definite terms could be found. Two
specific phrases functioning in the Polish regulations can serve as an
example. “Obowiazek podatkowy” is translated as “tax liability” and
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“zobowiazanie podatkowe” is translated as “tax obligation”.! There
are, however sources where “zobowigzanie podatkowe” turns into
“tax liability” in English.> Sometimes both terms are translated as “tax
liability”.> Taking into consideration the lack of universally applied
English translations of particular Polish tax phrases, Author of the book
used those versions of English translations that he found to be most
proper. At the same time, he does not acknowledge other possibilities
of translation to be unacceptable.

Mariusz Poptawski

1 See: Articles 4 and 50of Act of Tax Ordinance (1997) in: Acts of Polish Law Collection, Version
5.0.1, Translegis Publishing, Translated by Danuta Kierzkowska, Anna Setkowicz—Ryszka and
Magdalena Sporniak—Czerkas.

See: Miedzynarodowy stownik podatkowy, ed. Susan M. Lyons, Warsaw 1997, p. 476.

See: R. Koziarkiewicz, Dictionary of Tax Terms, Warsaw 2005, p. 101 and 144.
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